Sociology of Islam
(SOC 1366, RELGST 1466)---Fall 2007—TR 2:30-3:45---Posvar 2200

Mohammed Bamyeh

Posvar Hall 2423 – email: mab205@pitt.edu 

Office hours: TR 11:00-12:00, and by appointment

Description

This course provides a survey of the Islamic tradition, with an emphasis on the sociological aspects of Islam. The aims of the course include:

· Gaining basic grounding in the major sociological themes in Islamic history.
· Discerning the varieties of the modern Islamic experience 

· Examining some elements of continuity and change as expressed by Islamic intellectual systems and social movements in modern times
The study of Islam is a vast field. It involves familiarizing ourselves with an exceptionally varied and global human experience, possessing long and complex histories. This course offers an introductory survey of Islam, with an emphasis on the social aspects of the faith. The early part of the course will be devoted to the basic historical narrative, after which some time will be devoted to exploring the evolution of global networks through which the Islamic experience has been sustained. Then we will devote some time to customary Islam, namely how the faith is approached in everyday life by many Muslims. This will provide a good ground on which to study the contemporary Islamic revival and related themes, including the relation of Islam to modern states and to civil society. The last segment of the course will be devoted to exploring the thought of some prominent modern Muslim public intellectuals, many of who are credited with providing the basic ideas of the contemporary Islamic revival. 
Requirements and grading

Since this course will cover a substantial amount of materials, it is essential that you avoid falling behind. All assigned readings must be read before coming to the respective class meeting. Attendance of all class meetings is expected. Unexcused absences will result in a reduction of the final grade. Level of participation in class discussions may also affect the final grade.  

Beyond these basic expectations, there are three types of assignments for this course:
1. Critical oral summary: after the first week, you are expected to select one class period during the semester in which you volunteer to offer an oral summary and critique of the assigned readings, at the beginning of the class period. This exercise should take about 10-15 minutes. It is not meant to be exhaustive. Rather, your goal would be to state the basic argument or thesis being made in the readings, relate it to previous materials covered in class, and offer three critiques or questions on the assigned readings. (15%)
2. Weekly commentaries: each week beginning the end of the second week, you are expected to post a commentary on the readings assigned for that week on Blackboard. The commentary should be about one page in length, ideally structured into two paragraphs: one paragraph should be a summary of texts; another paragraph should combine two elements: first, note any new, interesting, or unusual items learned; second, identify at least one question, concern, or discussion angle that is either problematic in some respect or could have been elaborated more. Due no later than Friday 10 am each week beginning second week. (60%)
3. Final exam: This will be a comprehensive examination at the end of the semester. (25%) 
Readings
Required books 

Karen Armstrong, Islam: A Short History 
Asef Bayat, Making Islam Democratic: Social Movements and the Post-Islamist Turn
Readings on reserve (articles and selections from the following books):

Ali Shari’ati, Man and Islam
Ayatollah Khomeini, Islam and Revolution: Writings and Declarations of Imam Khomeini 

Hasan al-Banna, Five Tracts of Hasan al-Banna
Sayyid Qutb, Social Justice in Islam
Farid Esack, On Being a Muslim: Finding a Religious Path in the World Today
Miriam Cooke and Bruce Lawrence, eds., Muslim Networks From Hajj to Hip Hop
Michael Gilsenan, Recognizing Islam: Religion and Society in the Middle East
Charles Hirschkind, The Ethical Soundscape: Cassette Sermons and Islamic Counterpublics
Saba Mahmood, Politics of Piety: The Islamic Revival and the Feminist Subject
Olivier Roy, The Failure of Political Islam
Sami Zubaida, Law and power in the Islamic world
Richard Bulliet, “Twenty Years of Islamic Politics”
Sa’dallah Wannous, “The King is the King”

Mohammed Bamyeh, “Islamic Civilizations”

----------, “Global Order and the Historical Structures of Dar al-Islam”

----------, “From Activism to Hermeneutics: One Hundred years of Intellectual Islam in the Public 
Sphere”
Schedule

Historical patterns
August 28: Introduction – general questions on Islam: 
August 30: Bamyeh, “Islamic Civilizations” 
September 4: Armstrong, chapters 1-2 
September 6: Armstrong, chapters 3-4 
September 11: Armstrong, chapter 5, epilogue 
The networks of Muslim society

September 13: Bamyeh, “Global Order and the Historical Structures of Dar al-Islam” 
September 18: Cooke & Lawrence, eds., Muslim networks from Hajj to Hip Hop (selection)
September 20: Cooke & Lawrence, eds., Muslim networks from Hajj to Hip Hop (selection)
Living Islam 
September 25: Gilsenan, Recognizing Islam (selections)
September 27: Mahmood, Politics of Piety (selections)
October 2: Mahmood, Politics of Piety (selections)
October 4: Hirschkind, The Ethical Soundscape (selections)
The contemporary revival

October 9: Bamyeh, “From Activism to Hermeneutics”
October 11: Roy, The failure of political Islam (selections)
October 16: Bayat, pp. 1-48
October 18: Bayat, pp. 49-105
October 23: Bayat, pp. 106-151
October 25: Bayat, pp. 151-205
Islam, civil society, and the state

October 30: Wannous, “The King is the King”
November 1: Zubaida, Law and power in the Islamic world (selections)
November 6: Zubaida, Law and power in the Islamic world (selections)
November 8: Bulliet, “Twenty Years of Islamic Politics”
Muslim activist intellectuals in their own words
November 13: Shari’ati, Man and Islam (selections)
November 15: Khomeini, Islam and Revolution (selections)
November 20: Review
November 22 Thanksgiving, no class
November 27: Al-Banna, Five Tracts (selections)
November 29: Qutb, Social Justice in Islam (selections)
December 4: Esack, On Being a Muslim (selections) 
December 6: Final review
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